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THIS MOST CONTENTIOUS ISSUE’ 


RE P B | YI AM MILD BY NATURE: 
U İL b Although he was happy for Senator 
Amidala to be the face of the ‘No’ 
campaign, Palpatine let it be known 
that he was against the creation of 
: an army for the Republic. 


HE violence that secession from the 

Republic often brought to the departing 

systems and outlying regions prompted 
the call for the creation of a standing army for 
the Republic. This contentious issue was to x — — 
divide still further an already fragmented  , çUr"U":" — ”” 
Senate, and there would be two years x 7 
of _ .. 7.7: 17: q — 


x x mony xm places in Me ranks 
of the Galactic Senate. x 
There were many arguments for 
and against the proposed Military 
Creation Act, and the supporters 
7 each side came from some 
remarkable areas of the Senate. Both 
Senator Padmé Amidala and Supreme 
Chancellor Palpatine opposed the act 
— the former openly, the latter quietly. 
Those who supported the creation of an 
army threw back at them the fact that they ， 
both came from Naboo, a planet that — 
had made use of the Gungans’ standing . 


army fo end the Trade Federation invasion. 


LESSONS FROM HISTORY, 


Judicial Terrinald Screed pointed out, in an article 
for HoloNet News, a strong and unified Republic 
navy and army had successfully protected the 
Republic during all of its darkest times. The Jedi, 
so beleaguered and overstretched during the 
secession crises, traditionally led the Republic’s 
-forces into battle. In the thousand years of relative 
peace, technology had advanced to the point 
that many weapons of war possessed 
destructive capabilities far in 
excess of even a Jedi 
Master’s skill. 


< AWE MUST CONFRONT THESE REBELS NOW: In the Senate, Supreme Chancellor Palpatine faced 
increasingly urgent calls for the creation of an army with which to protect the Republic from the separatist 
systems. Many Senators considered that an armed force was now essential fo the survival of the Republic. 


THE ARGUMENT 
Putting the alternative 
view, Eeshrin Ot’Hyne, a 
Caamasi Senator, threw 
justifiable doubts on the 
motivation of the most vocal 
supporters of the Military 
Creation Act. Senator 
Ot'Hyne was not the first to 
point out that the pro-military 
supporters often had a vested 
financial interest in the 
creation of such a force. 
Training, equipping and 
maintaining an army would 
involve huge expenditure by 
the central government. 


LOCAL INTERESTS 
The Caridan government 
threw the full weight of its 
support, and over two 
billion credits, behind the 
"Yes" campaign. As 
Senator Amidala herself 
pointed out, Carida 
was the location of 
the Caridan Military 
Academy, former 
training ground of 
the Republic armies 


of the past. Republic Judicial Screed 
was himself a graduate of an Academy 
and Carida was a world that stood 
to profit hugely from the training of 

a new Republic army. 

Senator Ot’Hyne, in his reply to 
Screed’s arguments, pointed out that ` 
democratic diplomatic solutions had not 
failed. Rather, the implementation of 
those solutions had failed. The Naboo 
conflict was a perfect example — the 
inability of the Senate to present a 
united and just front and to act with 
appropriate speed was what had 
resulted in Amidala having to lead the 
resistance that brought freedom to her 
people. There were many hundreds, 
if not thousands, of similar examples, 
and not all had such happy endings. 


THE SENATE DISSOLVES 
Unfortunately, pointless debate and 
endless bickering drowned out the 
successes of missions such as the Jedi 
intervention in the Ansion dispute. While 
the Senate moved painfully closer and 
closer to the actual vote, factionalism 
within the Senate and the continuing 
secession of more and more systems 
threatened to render such a vote a 
pointless exercise. 


5 WILL CONTRIBUTE TO "THE MILITARY, THERE MAY NOT BE ANY SYSTEMS LEFT” 


A SHOW OF UN ITY. 


ACKING the financial backing of which there was no shortage for 

those in favour of the creation of a Republican army, the opponents 

of such a move did their best to promote their cause. Senator Padmé 
Amidala of Naboo became the public face of the ‘No’ campaign, and toured 
the galaxy giving talks and interviews wherever her voice could be heard. 

The Senator’s arguments were simple. If the separatists were met with an 
army, then they would respond in kind. No standing army would go unused. 
lis very creation would bring about a situation where it would have to be used. 

While the debates raged, something took place on Chandrila that was to 
foreshadow future events in the Senate. The employees of Chandrila’s Public 
Safety Commission staged an unprecedented one-day walk-out in protest 
against the Military Creation Act. Their motive was concern over 
handing their planet’s protection fo any Republic army. 

Those campaigning against the Military Creation Act 
suffered a grievous blow when Senator Garm Bel Iblis 
took that argument as a reason for the withdrawal 
of Corellia’s representatives from the Senate. 
Furthermore, the Corellian system closed 
its borders to all non-Corellians. The ruler 
of Corellia stated that the members of 
CorSec, the Corellian security 
services, would not be drafted, 
and no foreign army would 
be tolerated on Corellia. 

While this was not 
secession, as Senator 
Bel Iblis was keen to 
stress, the result was 
uproar in the Senate 
and a serious blow to 
the campaign against 
the Military Creation Act. 
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the Senate were vacated, Palpatine ;`—£Ku. ie 7“. — . — — A PEACEMAKER: 
formed the Loyalist Committee. This comprised — Senafor Padmé Amidala 
representatives from both sides of the debate who x — 7” was prominent among 


) : i those who opposed the 
were united by their stated love for the Republic and -çention of an army of 


a desire to see it rise above the troubles of the time. 1 s x 下 £ ‘the Republic. She argued 
Hailed as one of Palpatine’s few proactive decisions, the x € ` he hat the mere existence of 
Loyalist Committee was never able to show its potential in 1 u —” Py Jee ch an army would only 


-serve to inflame tensions 
further and create the 
conditions for war. 


any negotiations, as the separatist movement led by Count 
Dooku steadfastly retused even to reply to invitations to talks. 
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As the day of the vote on the Naboo on Padmé’s assumption of bəsi 
Military Creation Act drew ever closer, Senatorial duties. 
crowds of demonstrators both for and — The gleaming vessel, flanked by 
against congregated around the several Naboo fighter craft, followed 
Senate building, with frequent clashes standard procedure on its final 
resulting. All the while, more systems approach to Coruscant, staying out 
were seceding. of the busy regular flow of traffic until 
Returning from Chommel Minor, it landed on a platform not too far 
having concluded her series of trom the Senate. 
speeches around the galaxy to rally Suddenly, a billowing explosion 
support against the Military Creation ripped the cruiser apart, throwing flaming | 
Act, Senotor Amidola wos on boord debris everywhere, destroying a fighter L 


her Naboo Royal Cruiser — a gift from and sending it tumbling downwards to 
Queen Jamillia and the people of crash into the abyss below. 
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A > WE MADE IT: The Naboo fleet seemed to have reached safety when it touched down on Coruscant. 
Seconds later, the disguised Amidala witnessed the killing of seven of her party, including her decoy, Cordé. 


YOU DID YOUR DUTY: Senator Amidala and her escorts knew that coming to 
Coruscant was dangerous. However, it was vital that Amidala, who had become the anti- 
military movement's most eloquent spokesperson, should attend the deciding vote in the Senate. 
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YA BORN REBEL: Accepted as Qui-Gon 
jinns Padawan, despite the misgivings of 


the Jedi Council, Anakin travelled to Naboo, 
where, against his Master's instructions, 


AKIN S YV he piloted a starfighter into battle. 


HIS IS PODRAC 


BAYRAM 


ESPITE the Jedi Council's opposition, Qui-Gon 
Jinn had insisted that he would take Anakin 
Skywalker on as his apprentice. Consequently, 
Anakin was invited to join Qui-Gon, together with Queen — . x x 
Amidala’s party, in their journey back to Naboo and Le ts 


25 


their mission to confront the occupying forces of the 
Trade Federation. 
Intriguingly, just as Qui-Gon had a somewhat relaxed 
attitude to the instructions of the Jedi Council, Anakin was 
ally. Upon their 


also willing to interpret directions quite liberally. 
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ANAKIN SKYWALKER 


ANAG 32 BBY 


lesson in the fragility of life. Anakin’s second goodbye was to 
Queen Amidala. Somehow, however, Anakin knew he would 


be seeing her again. 
In the twilight days of the Old Republic it was highly 

unusual for a child as old as nine to be taken on as 

a Jedi Padawan, and it was even more unusual to 

tind Jedi apprentices who knew or remembered 

their mothers. Anakin Skywalker was, as in 

so many other things, the exception to these 

rules, and, as a result, Obi-Wan knew 

that he had his work cut out. 


LA WORR aise of considerable concern for Obi-Wan Kenobi. 
fone Jedi Master Yoda came to share some ofQui-Gon Jinn’s belief that the boy showed 
7 promise, and was dil i persuade Kengo give the boy 0 chance. 77: 


After the death of Qui-Gon Jinn, Obi Wan, following his former 
Master's wishes, asked the Jedi Council to allow him to take Anakin 
as his Padawan. Yet again, the Council expressed concern that the 
boy was not suitable for Jedi training, but eventually Yoda agree 
_ to Obi-Wan’s request. 


| P VV ; N IN 
Anakin’s first few months at the Jedi 
Temple on Coruscant were full of 
activity and excitement. Most of his 
time was consumed by his Jedi studies, 
but he also took every opportunity to 
explore the Temple and make new 
Friends. In particular, he formed a 
close bond with a Jedi A 
called ASharad — 
Raider from Tatooine, who 
Anakin’s own homesickness. 
Despite his initial excite 
over time Anakin began to F 
confined by the Temple and 
studies. Gradually, he returne — 
his former hobbies, repoiring old 
droids, and littering the corridors of 
the Temple with them. He also took io 
playing practical jokes on < )bi-Wan, at 
one time dressing up a decrepi protocol x 


much of Obi-Won's energy was Eoin sport 
Anakin’s attempts to participate in these 


forced to save , Anakin s life, R 5 young apprentice was — x 
taken in front of the Eo ` 


Thracia thought she had just the 
one to send him on. 


Cal ae 


whom he could sha 


HE Gardaji Rift, within the Tingel Arm, was far 

outside the Old Republic. Nevertheless, in recent 

years the Jedi had heard reports about a world whose 
inhabitants were building starships capable of zero-pointfour 
and other previously unheard-of speeds. 

The planet in question was called Zonama Sekot. Just two 
years alter the Battle of Naboo, a young Jedi called Vergere 
had been sent there to investigate. Some time later she had 
sent a garbled message back to Coruscant, and then 

disappeared. Obi-Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker 
were asked io find out what had happened. 
As part of the pair's investigation, Obi-Wan decided they 
should attempt to purchase one of the ships that they had 
heard about. Soon they learnt that these vehicles weren't so 
much built as grown — from spherical, head-sized seed-partners. 
What was more, these organisms weren't randomly selected. 
They themselves chose the person wanting to build the starship. 
Generally, individuals would only be selected by three seeds, 
but when Anakin entered the selection chamber, no less than 
twelve seed-partners attached themselves to him. Somehow they 
seemed to have a strong affinity with Anakin’s power in the Force. 
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Just a few days later, Anakin learnt that this affinity was not only related 
to the Force. As the mission approached its climax, he was contacted 
by an almost ethereal presence that introduced itself as Sekot. It was a 
bewildered Anakin who realized the planet itself was a sentient entity. 
As they talked, Sekot explained that it felt closest to Anakin because 
the inhabitants of Zonama Sekot treated it like a servant, just as Anakin 
had once been a slave. As these words sank in, Anakin realized that, 
although he had not been a slave for over three years, on some 
level he still thought of himself as such. 
The prospect of looking after Anakin, away from the 
safety net of the Jedi Temple, had filled Obi-Wan 
with dread. However, as the mission on Zonama 
Sekot continued, Anakin inadvertently helped 
his Master to learn new things about himself. 
Gradually, Obi-Wan began to remember 
his own childhood interest in all things 
mechanical, and what he had been like 
at Anakin’s age. What was more, he 
started to appreciate not only the extent 
of Anakin’s Force abilities, but also the 
desperate insecurities that underlay them 
— Anakin’s fear that he would never 


ANAKIN SKYWALKE 


become o full Jedi and his terror of 
looking inside his own soul. 
Perhaps the most important lesson that 
Anakin taught his Master was that, after 
Qui-Gon’s death on Naboo, Obi-Wan 
had lost his faith in the Force and had 
hidden himself away in the Temple, 
protecting himself in a steady, daily 
routine. In so doing, Kenobi had 
closed himself off from the 
presence of his old Master. 


self-discipline is not enough to control — 
the dark side, it is also important to gain 
self-knowledge. But that was the journey 
that Anakin feared most of all. 
In the years that followed, Anakin 

and Obi-Wan would experience many 
more adventures, and each would learn 
much from the other. But for all that he 
shared with his Master, Anakin’s deep 

insecurities would never be entirely 

assuaged and, as he reached 

adulthood, they would return 
to haunt him once more. 


As their mission on the planet 
developed, Obi-Wan and 
Anakin realized that they 
were getting caught up 
in the ambitious plans of 
alien forces, determined 
to capture one of the 
Sekotan starships. 

These plans led 
to Anakin’s capture 
by an alien Blood 
Carver, and, as 
his abduction 
proceeded, 
Anakin became 
increasingly angry 
and infuriated. Eventually, 
unable to stop himself any 
longer, Anakin gave vent to 
his fury and killed the Blood 
Carver with the lethal energies 
of his anger. 

Although deeply distressed by 
this loss of control, Anakin fought on, 
rescuing Obi-Wan and fleeing from 
the planet in a recently grown ship. 
Sadly, the vessel did not escape 
unscathed. It managed to fly them 
to a secret Jedi outpost, but then it 
began to die. Having developed a 
tight emotional bond with the vessel, 
Anakin was profoundly affected by 
its slow deterioration. 

The mission had not been an 
easy one and he had been forced 
to learn a very difficult truth — 


> LEARNING CURVE: Anakin’s Jedi apprenticeship, 
under the tutelage of Obi-Wan Kenobi, first took him to 
Zonama Sekot, a planet in the far reaches of the galaxy, 
where it was rumoured that incredibly fast starships 
were being designed and built. 
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native of Mirial, Barriss Offee was a hard-working 
and committed Jedi apprentice who won the respect 


of many of her fellow Padawans. Alongside her 

Master — the well-respected Luminara Unduli — Barriss was 

involved in a number of missions across the galaxy. These 

included an assignment to Ansion, where she worked with 

Obi-Wan Kenobi and his apprentice Anakin Skywalker. 
By the time of the Ansion mission, Barriss had been 

working with her Master for several years and had 

developed her cool and reserved manner — key assets 

of any Jedi. Despite this, Barriss was also somewhat 

impulsive, having a tendency to act first and deal 

with the consequences later. As a result, she was 

trequently impatient with the diplomatic nature 

of the Ansion mission. 


LIGHTSABRE DIPLOMACY 

This irritation was borne out in Barriss’s 

desire to settle the whole dispute with a 

lightsabre, rather than through reasoned 

argument. It also meant that she only began to 
understand the importance of the mission several 

days after arriving on the planet, and after she and her 
Master had almost been killed by a gang of assassins. 

It was Barriss’s impulsiveness that resulted in a couple 
of street thugs kidnapping her while she was browsing 
through a shop in the Ansion city of Cuipernam. Tricking 
her into looking after the shop’s owner, whom they had 
caused to faint, the thugs proceeded to drug Barriss 
and carry her out of the building in a large bag. 

After regaining consciousness, Barriss gradually 
realized that the two thugs — clanless nomads called 
Bulgan and Kyakhta — were actually suffering from 
considerable mental pain, and this was why she had 
been unable to foresee their actions. Using her Jedi 
healing skills, Barriss was able to cure the two of them 
and thereby gain their loyalty and her freedom. 


LOYAL STUDENT 

Over the years, Barriss had developed a fierce 
devotion to her Master. Although Luminara could 
occasionally be somewhat over-protective, Barriss 
had grown to love her very deeply. Sometimes, this 
devotion could be exhibited in a kind of naive pride 
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— ‘Master Luminara always fulfils her 
promises’, she once informed Obi-Wan. 
Most people recognized this pride for 
what it was — youthful enthusiasm 
resulting from a lack of experience. 

Much of Barriss’s reserve had been 
learned from watching her Master, and 
these observations also helped her to 
develop something else — gracefulness. 
During her time on Ansion, Barriss was 
asked to perform for a nomadic tribe 
called the Yiwa. She agreed, executing 
an elegant dance, in which she used 
her lightsabre to create arcs of light 
around her body. 


MUTUAL RESPECT 


Prior to the Ansion mission, 
Barriss hardly knew Anakin 
Skywalker. They had 
occasionally trained 
together but had 

never really spoken. 
Following their initial 
encounter on 

Ansion, Barriss 

decided that she 

liked the young 

Jedi, although 

she was 

taken aback 

by his 

brashness 

and 


Despite her relative 
inexperience, Barriss Offee 


quickly became a highly 


skilled user of a lightsabre. 
This ability served her well 
during the intense fighting 
on Geonosis at the start of 


the Clone Wars. 


“ə 
əə əəə 


Barriss Offee wore 
distinctive tattoos all over 
her body, including on her 
face and hands. These were 
traditional markings of the 
Mirialan people. 


arrogance. She responded to his greetings 
with a quiet reserve — often replying to his 
questions with oblique statements. 
It took some time for this reticence to 
dissolve. After her abduction and other 
incidents she began to mellow and 
her regard for him increased. 
At first this respect was grudging 
— she did not feel it was necessary for 
him to rescue her from a shoal of 
gairk, for example — but gradually, 
her admiration became genuine. 
Anakin was one of those very 
rare things — a complex Jedi, both 
childish and old beyond his years. 
After returning from Ansion, 
Barriss had little time to rest. 
She was one of a team of 
roughly 200 Jedi sent to 
Geonosis to fight the 
separatist droid army. 
Many Jedi fell that 
day, but Barriss and 
her Master were 
not among them. 


E MIGHT ATTAIN TNIS PLANET-WITH A SHOW OF FORCE AND BY SPILLING 


LIEUTENANT MAXIMILIAN VEERS — x 
HE arrival of the AT-AT routed Kloff and his troops, < — — — — 
U saving İrrv and Commander Grath. Lieutenant 2 ((V//V7V7VU V 77. 


Veers, arrogant and confident as ever, offered ` : 
General İrrv a chance to apologize. İrrv was _ 


et 
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promising Veers a court martial for disobeying — 
orders when Grath shot the general in the back. “ 
Stepping over the body, Grath asked if ‘Major’ 
Veers would escort the surviving stormtroopers to 
the garrison. Veers had just been promoted. 5 
Veers was posted to Corellia and came fo 
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the attention of Grand Admiral Thrawn, who | 2 ğ0v7U7 
u personally recommended him to Darth Vader.  — rs 
This helped Veers quickly climb up the chain _ — . 
of command. He was a colonel at the Battle of © — x 
Yavin — one of the few Imperials to escape the _ 5 5417 


s 


Death Star. He was subsequently captured on 
x Zoloria, before being rescued by Lord Yader 
himself. Promoted to general, Veers was posted 


to Vader's Death Squadron in time to command 
the ground assault on Echo Base Hoth. 
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DEADLY DUO o 
The Sith Lord and his new general had a unique — 
appreciation of each other's abilities. Vader knew Veers ` 
was utterly uninterested in personal advancement through ` 
the politics that crippled the Imperial court, and so would 
remain completely loyal to the Empire. Veers in turn 
understood Vader's powerful abilities and command sty . — 
and appreciated both. General Veers was the only officer 
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: in the Death Squadron who was not afraid of Darth Vader — — 
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A INTO BATTLE: General Veers was not an armchair 
commander. At the Battle of Hoth, he led his troops from the 
front, in the cockpit of the lead AT-AT walker. His coolness 
under fire was an inspiration fo all who served under him. 


> TARGET. MAXIMUM FIREPOWER: General Veers 
used his AT-ATS rangefinder himself to line up the Rebel base's 
power generators. Their destruction marked the end of the 
Rebel defence — the battle had now become a rout. 


IMPERIAL HERO 


The success of the Hoth campaign 
propelled Veers into the public eye as 
never before. The Imperial publicity 
machine saw the general as the ideal 
‘poster boy’. A widower with a young 
son who seemed destined to follow in 
his father’s footsteps, Veers was lauded 
as the quintessential Imperial, and held 
up as an example to all. 

The death of Maximilian’s wife had 
left Veers, a stern disciplinarian, to 
bring up his son Zevulon on his own. 
The boy soon began to question all 
things Imperial, something that grew all 
through his years in the Academy and 

beyond. Finally, it 


all became too much for Zevulon, and he 
defected to the Rebellion shortly before 
the Battle of Endor. 

This was a double victory for the 
Alliance. Not only did they gain a talented 
commander in Zev, but the loss of face his 
father suffered shattered his career. He 
seemed to vanish overnight. After 
Endor, General Veers stayed with the 
faction loyal to the Emperor, and 

was last heard of at the Battle of 
Balmorra, where he served as a 
ground forces commander for the 
resurrected Emperor Palpatine. 
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< AST STAND: Veers was last sighted 
in action on the factory world of Balmorra — 
a planet of key importance to the New Republic. 


MILITARY DROIPS 


‘THE KRATH PLANNED THIS ATTALK” 


HE 9 

droids were 

built by the Krath, a 
secret society founded by the . 
corrupt young nobles of the Empress 
Teta star system. The Krath had been 
dabbling in dark-side magic and the 
secrets of the Sith, subjugating all seven 
worlds of the Empress Teta system 
before the Jedi intervened at the Battle 
of Koros Major. The sinister humanoid 
war droids were difficult to target, as 
they ran hunched down like animals 
and could achieve great speeds on 
their powerful legs. 
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The Krath developed the war droid in 
the foundries of the planet Cinagar. 
They were designed to perform shock 
attacks, assaulting their enemy head-on. 
Subtlety and complicated tactics were 
not included in their programming. 

Each war droid was cheaply 
produced and had limited intelligence. 
lts combat program was to identify 
and then attack the greatest threat first, 
eliminating the most powerful of its 
enemies before dispatching the next in 
line. This simple but effective approach 
required only minimal processing power 
and allowed the Krath to mass-produce Eb əə 
ihe droids vvifhout great expense. | x 站 . 

Krath war droids carried a short =” ea b Ev EL EALANEE x 
stabbing sword in their right claw for vo — 


1.8 METRES 


) AUDITORY SENSORS 


PULSE-WAVE FIRING BOW 


SHORT SWORD 


THREAT-PRIORITIZING 
SENSORS 


induction spines. The bow its KRATH 


tough and could be used as: 


CINAGAR FOUNDRIES 


MILITARY DROIDS 
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` MMD Uo Threat Prioritization Sensors 
The Krath chose the great Jedi meeting Í S nlf Auditory Sensors 


on Deneba to test their new war 
machines in the field. Thousands of Jedi 
Knights and Masters had gathered for 
the assembly under the direction of their 
spokesman, Master Odan-Urr. The Krath | 
had laid a trap in the midst of the Jedi | İL LU” il ne Assembly 
in the form of sabotaged servant droids. | ilir İlin bi ve 

As these began to attack the Jedi 
multitude, a Tetan corsair in orbit around 
the planet fired volleys of life pods to 
the surface. Each of them carried a 
brand-new war droid powered by Sith Meelee Combat 
energy. Once the pods had hit the 1 Short Sword 
surtace like flaming meteorites, the 
war droids emerged and charged 
en masse at the Jedi. 
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Flexible Limb 
Joints 


The droids opened fire with their bow 
weapons first, creating a deadly hail 
of fire. They then rushed in for close 
combat, using both their bows and 
swords. Many of the droids fell victim 
to the Jedi Master Arca Jeth, who used 
the Force to tug on their fragile circuitry, 


causing them to explode. Sadly, this EM: The war droids targeted powerful enemies first. This 


ancient and learned Jedi was killed tactic was responsible for the deaths of experienced members of the Order during 
by a pulse from one of the war droids. the Deneba ambush. Ulic Qel-Droma only survived thanks to his Master, Arca Jeth. 
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ECULIAR-looking constructions 
bearing some resemblance to 
gigantic beetles, Basilisk war 

droids sported shockwave generators 

rather than mandibles and laser 
cannons instead of antennae. Wing-like 
armoured plates protected two pairs 
of high-boost engines. 

There were various models of war 
droid for different tasks. A two-seater 
bomber sported a pilot and gunner 
while stealth variants had both light 
armament and supplementary engines. 
By far the most common version was the 
open-combat model with a balance of 
weaponry, shielding and engine power. 


_as landing gear and grappling tools. 


The open-combat variant was fitted 
with an impressive array of shockwave 
generator rods bundled at the front of 
the droid that, when fired, could emit 
a plasma burst so powerful it was able 
to puncture a starship’s hull. Pulse-wave 
cannons and shatter-missile launch tubes 
were also effective in battle. In addition, 
the riders, who were notoriously tough 
warriors, secreted their own personal 
weapons about the droid. 

Basilisks were equipped with 
powertul front claws that could be used 
to obliterate obstacles, or simply to 


tight opponents. They also doubled 


The Mandalorians lived solely for battle, 
and their fearsome Basilisk droid mounts 
were the perfect battle steeds. 
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All variants of Basilisk, with their 
Mandalorian riders, could function in 
deep space and, with their forward 


and aft sensor clusters, could scan for 
attack from all directions. 

Like a Bantha attuned to its Tusken 
Raider owner, Basilisk war droids were 
companions to their riders and were 
fearless in combat. Programmed with 
only the rudimentary intelligence of a 
beast of burden, the Basilisk war droids 
were so attuned to their rider that the 
pair functioned as one in battle. The 

Mandalorians would spend years at 

a time away from their home planet , 

on savage 
campaigns. 


During these voyages, riders would live, 
fight and die with their Basilisk war 
droids, bonding more closely with each 
combat. The galaxy discovered the 
potency of these fighting teams when 
the Mandalorians conquered huge tracts 
of space during the ancient Sith War. 
Attacking in swarms like ferocious, fire- 
spitting insects, the Basilisks helped their 
masters overrun world after world. 
Although eventually defeated, the 
Mandalorians and their Basilisk 
mounts are still remembered in legend. 
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KAMINO — LAMA SU’S OFFICE 


— PRIME ə... EXPECTS YOU’ 


i 


LOCATED AT THE NEXUS OF KAMINO EIVILIZAPTIGN, 
THE OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER LAMA SU WAS 
THE VENUE FOR A SERIES OF MEETINGS THAT 
SHAPED THE FUTURE OF THE GALAXY 
E I the clone army, not long after the < CLONE MASTER: oo. 
— : ater famous Battle of Naboo. It was From iP ə 
also here that Jango Fett formally simple-loo F office im ee 
att cls (kə ete ah — Tipoc City, the Kominoon 
agreed to become the host for this — Prime Minister, Lama Su, 7: 
army, that Obi-Wan Kenobi first L : 5 controlled the workings Ob Se 
learnt about the army's existence and | İle most advanced cone x 
where Yoda - on behalf of the Jedi 
Council — gave the order for the army 
to go into action on Geonosis. ab 
| crest that r = deanliness ond 
CIRCLE OF LIGHT scientific advance. 
. . í consists of q series Lama Su's office took the minimalist 
of elong design and architecture of Tipoca 
City to its logical conclusion. 
pan Although not particularly large, 


it appeared so because it 
looked - at least to an 
befitied 1 status and authority. off-worlder — peculiarly 
lt was also just a short walk from uncluttered, even spartan. 
Roughly circular, the room’s 
walls consisted of a series 
of identical, sunken 
alcoves. Each of these 
comprised a curved 
tion of clones, and this was panel topped by 
imary concern of Lama Su. windows that, at least 
| _ during Obi-Wan 


Kenobi”s visit, were 


cone? 


reated, í aparently on the orders of Jedi Master Sifo-Dyas. 


} 
vod 7: as 1: aloof, x 
| even distant spring fo mind. the = = 
/s Wer inhabitants of the planet almost seem 
ful He cd them mi ke be abstracted from their physical 
a 5 77. throuc ae 77: 
~ to ee holo- 550 a events in which they played such a I 


7v“v“vÜ“7VvÇv7Üv7::5) Ë 7 part, and unwilling to sully 
B oce ins of Kar amir inc io . 5 İF ew that themselves by using their bodies io 
7: loq ! _ manipulate their « environment. 


attuned to his every gesture ‘and 
- motion. A movement of his hand ` : 5. 
a caused a chair to float down from the oe _ 
_ ceiling for Obi-Wan to sit in, while ` — x I 
x other signals could be used to initiate 
so Kamino’ s planetary defence 207”. 


“or issue instructions. Lama Su's “YVC € | 
， 2075 office was, without ` 
pants doubt, the nerve centre of the planet. 
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SHIPS, LORD VADER. BUT THEY 
RE EVADING OUR TURBOLASERS!’ 


y 


ALL, THEY 


XTREMELY eftective against shielded, lightly armoured 


starfighters, the two-stage super-charged laser cannon 
known as a turbolaser produces an intense energy beam 


with incredible destructive force. This type of weapon requires 
an immense amount of power. Due to the time needed to build 
up its energy supply, it has a lower rate of fire than a normal 
laser, though it delivers a more lethal punch. 


In the days of the Old Republic, a corporation on Rothana 
engineered the Self-Propelled Heavy Artillery- 
Turbolaser, or SPHA-T. Its turbolaser 
assembly was designed first and, as the most 
_ powerintensive system, it dictated design 
__ specifications. The prolonged blast stream 


RESE 


DESTROYER OF CITIES 


| 

| 
Turbolaser technology continued to grow, and Emperor Polpotine 
took full advantage of its advances. Since turbolasers are 
powertul enough to target planetary surfaces for ground 
bombardment, Imperial Star Destroyers were filled with banks 
of the deadly weapons. Many a seditious planet learned its 
lesson after an ISD attack left behind vast areas of slagged 
rubble where once stood entire cities. 

The model most often used aboard İSDs was the Taim & Bak 

XX-9 heavy turbolaser, which delivered sustained energy volleys 
through computerized fire-control systems capable of devastating 


< 


c= 


most ship classes. The XX-9 utilized servo-actuated turrets mountec 
outside the ship, protected by a metre of quadanium steel hull | 


plating, with crew stations and the main turbine located inside the 


ship. Imperial Star Destroyers employed 60 such turbolasers, 
making them among the deadliest vessels in the galaxy. 

In time, the Empire expanded the potential of turbolaser 
ology to terrifying proportions. Conceived by Geonosian 
eers and later refined by scientists at Maw Installation, 

l rnor Wilhuff Tarkin’s Death Star project was 2 
) . entire planets. The space | 
I turk laser towers produced 
| “charged energy, 
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g at q central nexus 


ist Death Stat, ‘the'weapon's 1 


oll the Rebel 
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amplifying focal lens to create a single ‘superlaser’ of 
unprecedented power. Although the Rebels destroyed the 

first Death Star, the Empire — having already invested billions 
of credits in the project — continued to refine superlaser 
technology. Other ‘super-weapons’ included the second Death 
Star, the Galaxy Gun, the Sun Crusher, the World Devastator, 
the Tarkin and the DarkSaber. 

Turbolaser possession was heavily restricted under Imperial 
law. Following Palpatine’s defeat and the fall of the Empire, 
the New Republic has maintained similar restrictions, fearful of 
what could happen should those with dangerous aspirations 
obtain such deadly weapons. Much to the President's 
frustration, however, black-marketeering thrives even more 
hardily in a democracy than under a dictator. Thus, 
mercenaries, pirates and smugglers have found creative ways 
around the new regulations, as they did during Imperial 
control. Even the famed Millennium Falcon boasts numerous 
‘special moditications’, including a weaponry upgrade to 
Imperial-class quad-turbolaser turrets. 
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Actuator Multicycle Power Feed Twin Laser Barrels 


Elevating Gun Plate 


Capacitor 


V LASER MAINTENANCE: 
Turbolaser technology is extremely 
complicated, necessitating intensive 
maintenance. Frequent replacement 
of the cooling sleeve components, 
galven tube circuits and 
energization crystals is vital in 
order to maintain optimized 
systems. If even one of these 
components burns out, the entire 
system is knocked off-line. Even 
worse, a critical failure can cause an 
explosive overload that could not 
only destroy the weapon but easily 
kill a vessel's entire crew. 
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“MIGRATED TO OTHER WORLDS ABOARD MASSIVE STARFREIGHTERS: W a Te ` , arranged along the dorsal hull of the fuselage and across the 


. could hare. Up io xü 000. ie 3 


these dispossessed beings, and the customs and entry 


often crowded with them. 


CORUSCANT FREIGHTER 


$ a $ alee ə passenger ae Fac 5 on boar 
these refitted vessels were basic at best, and passengers offen 
had to make do with the most austere mu. conditions. 
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LIN THE LEAD uP uz THE CLONE WARS, MILLIONS OF REPUBLIG CITIZENS 


E.A EERE USOS ae a SRE REE 


WERE DISPLAGED BY ECONOMIC AND NATURAL UPHEAVALS. TNS — a VU ..— . (27c7/ (CHES: The former function of the AA-9 as a 
Z .ÜÜU 228:777VÜ .P”P 7”. — 7 7 bulk cargo transport ship could still be seen in the large hatches 


ship's keel. For heavy freight stacks, these would typitaly be 


HE AA-9 aaa. Was ona of 17 x — relaxed their immigration x opened to allow quick and easy loading, 
workhorse space vessels that served across requirements, and generously allowed many 
the entirety of the galaxy in the era of the “beings to resettle on their worlds, Nabo 

Old Republic. The ship was a common sight at the government headed the Refugee Relief 

bustling starports of the Republic's capital, Coruscant. Movement organization, helping to 

One of the largest freighter designs in production at relocate many | homeless citizens 7 

thot time, the AA-2 was originally constructed — 7. 7. (7 . — 


to carry bulk goods, liquid tankage and 
standard inert cargo. But during the 

troubled years of Chancellor Palpatine’s 
early rule, such ships were offen 
retrofitted into’ passenger vessels. 


beings in in their holds: but the cargo w y 


The bridge of the AA-9 
‘Storfreighter was situated at 
_ the very bow of the starship. 
This gave the flight crew- a- 
broad, unobstructed view of 
space during interplanetary 
travel, allowing them to 
manage the movement of 
the craft precisely during 
docking operations. 


first-class or ə 95 "coğ on bodid, no 


cabins or private areas beyond the-open barracks-fype ” 
sleeping spaces. AA-9s had only one class fər their 
passengers —,sieerage. ” 
The modification of many AA-9 starfreighters intaw 

passenger transports was a side effect of the disruption”. 
occurring throughout much of the Republic, which foreiely 
shifted the populations of many worlds. As whole secto 
of the Galactic Republic seceded from the Senate, people 
who maintainee their citizenship became refugees, 
compelled to find new places fo live. At the galactic hub, 
the city-world of Coruscant was a destination for many of 


processing stations at the planet's major starports were 


As the separatists strengthened their position, the 
sudden influx of immigrants frequently caused local 
unrest, as well as cultural disputes and disease outbreaks. 
Consequently, Coruscant's immigration committees began 
to tighten petitions for asylum, and many refugees were 
forced to seek safe haven on other worlds. Some planets 
on the Mid. Rim, such as Naboo, Monastery and 


~<BOARDING RAMPS: Unlike many 
conventional starships, the AA-9 did not allow 

crew and passengers to embark from drop-down 
ramps on the ventral hull. Typically, these freighters 
were boarded at the mid-deck level while floating on 
‘repulsoflifis-at a terminal. In this mode, they looked 
like ocean-going liners at seaports on water worlds. 
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